Name:
_____________________________________

Sample Essay Outline

I. THESIS:
__________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

(Remember: Use the present tense and strong verbs; communicate a specific, concise view on your topic; do not argue the obvious; make sure your view is disputable, unique, and analytic. Your thesis should be the last sentence of your introductory paragraph.)

Introducing the topic:
Think about some interesting and creative ways of presenting your thesis to your reader. Remember, you do not want to begin on too broad of a note. Also, your first statement should not be overtly obvious, i.e. “People have been sinning for a long time,” or include irrelevant data that you dug up on Wikipedia. Come up with two or three ways of introducing your topic, and then choose the one you feel is most likely to interest your reader.

#1:
__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


#2:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
#3:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
Write a rough draft of your introductory paragraph, working your way from your first, broad statement at the beginning to your specific thesis statement at the end of the paragraph.
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
II. Body #1 TOPIC SENTENCE:
________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

(Remember: Your topic sentences must support your thesis statement, and you must be able to support your topic sentences with direct evidence—quotes—from the text.)

EVIDENCE (a minimum of two quotes from the text to support your topic sentence)


#1:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


#2:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

(Remember: Cite author and page numbers for novels; author and line numbers for poems. Also, when writing your essay, be sure to incorporate your quotes into your argument.)



COMMENTARY AND ANALYSIS


#1:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


#2:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

(Don’t just present the evidence; analyze the evidence, dissect it, elaborate, show how your evidence relates back to your topic sentence and, ultimately, to your thesis statement. Also, after having found evidence for all three of your topic sentences, order your topic sentences or paragraphs in such a way that your weaker point is the third paragraph.)
Additional Notes and Evidence:
III. Body #2 TOPIC SENTENCE:
________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


EVIDENCE

#1:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


#2:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

COMMENTARY AND ANALYSIS


#1:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


#2:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

Additional Notes and Evidence:
IV. Body #3 TOPIC SENTENCE:
________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


EVIDENCE 


#1:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


#2:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

COMMENTARY AND ANALYSIS


#1:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


#2:
__________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

Additional Notes and Evidence:
V. CONCLUSION AND RESTATEMENT OF THESIS: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

(Restate your thesis—not verbatim—in your concluding paragraph. Ask yourself: “Have I effectively argued this thesis throughout my paper? Have I stayed on topic?” Remember: your thesis is like a promise—you are promising to defend a specific position, and your paper should be fulfilling that promise. If you have deviated from your original thesis, consider changing your thesis. It’s always easier to change one sentence than to rewrite three body paragraphs.)

*You may choose to reiterate your three points (topic sentences).

Think about some ways you might end your essay. Remember, your last sentence needs to be strong, relevant, and profound. It can leave your reader with a positive or negative feeling that can influence the way they see your entire paper. Take care not to use a cliché or to continue making your argument. Come up with two or three ways of introducing your topic, and then choose the one you feel is most likely to interest your reader.
#1:
__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

#2:
__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

#3:
__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

FIRST DRAFT:
*After following these instructions, you should have something resembling a rough draft (NB: A rough draft is not a first draft.) Now you need to go back through and edit for errors and clarity. Also, make sure you have followed the correct MLA format for margins, citation, heading, etc. Review all of the writing resources.
*Read your paper aloud. Is it easy to read? Does it sound authoritative? Are there any words or phrases that are overused or that sound awkward? Do you ramble? Are their any gaps in logic?
*Ask yourself—honestly—does your paper resemble an argument . . . or is your essay a summary or explanation? Remember, you don’t need to summarize any part of the work for me. I’ve read the literature I’ve assigned to you. Also, you should, of course, be sure that you have argued your thesis and not trailed away from your original topic.
