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Prompt:

You have watched the three performances of Richard's opening soliloquy by Olivier, Branagh , McKellen, and respectively. 
Now, choose what you consider to be the most and the least insightful performances of

the three (in terms of our in-class analysis of the speech). Then, in a 2-3 page paper (4-6 paragraphs), analyze what makes one performance superior to the other and what the major differences in interpretation contribute to or detract from the dramatic rendering of Shakespeare's text. Consider the following: 
1/the speaker's tone, volume, speed or cadence, rhythm, emphasis or de-emphasis of certain words or phrases, facial expressions, body language, movements, and other mannerisms or details you may notice. 
2/how the scenes are shot, (camera angles, zooming, panning, tilting, scanning, etc.), sound effects, music, etc. You may consider the obvious divergences in setting, costume, and audience but only insofar as these divergences contribute to or detract from the meaning of the words.

Guidelines:

– 2-3 pages; 4-6 paragraphs

– Formal language; no personal pronouns, slang, contractions, etc.

– No Works Cited necessary

– No in-text citation necessary (except when referring to Shakespeare's text: “Now”

(1.1.1.). or “Now” (I. i. 1).

– Organize your essay as you see fit, but you still need an introduction, conclusion, thesis, topic sentences, evidence, and analysis of evidence. Your essay is still an argument.

– Choose a creative opening, closing, and title for your essay.

– Don't point out the obvious, and don't generalize the performances. Your analysis should pay close attention to detail as you argue your thesis.

