Mrs. Meyer

Name:_____________________

Junior Class:______________________

Date: ______________________

In Memory of W.B. Yeats by W.H. Auden

Read the poem twice.  On your second reading underline all the words that you feel have a common theme. Auden writes this poem to commemorate W.B. Yeats, and emphasizes his death in the dead of winter. It is said of this poem and ‘Musee des Beaux Arts’, both written in 1939, that they were written to describe Auden’s reaction to the indifference of suffering in a low dishonest decade. 

1/ Consider Auden’s theme of that decade, in a killing time, whatever the time of day it is always frozen midnight. Find as many examples in the poem to illustrate this. (2 point)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

2/ Why does Auden give a kind of description of the weather or climate in which W.B. Yeats died? (3 point)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

3/ Why was the death of the poet kept from his poems?

 (2 point)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

4/ Pay attention to Auden’s metaphors such as, ‘provinces of his body’, ‘squares of his mind’.  Make up two similar phrases of your own. (3 points) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5/ Now he is scattered among a hundred cities/ And wholly given over to unfamiliar affections; 

Consider all the possibilities of him being scattered?  What happens to his poems? Why would the reader be ‘unfamiliar’ to the poet? (5 points)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6/ What kind of tone is this, when he addresses W.B. Yeats as ‘silly’?  Do you think he is included? (5 points)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7/ ‘Mad Ireland hurt you into poetry’. What does ‘hurt’ mean here?  Do you think that pain, misfortune, bad luck, natural disasters, and civil war could be transformed into art? Make your answer relevant to the late part of the poem. (5 points)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8/ William Yeats laid to rest: /Let the Irish vessel lie/ Emptied of his poetry.  

a/ What does Auden consider a poet’s role to be?

b/ Allan Ginsberg wrote a blues song. One of the lines is,’ the teacher is dead, thank you for inspiring me, genius’s dead, the work is done’. Can you see any similar emotions between Auden and Ginsberg? (5 points)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8/ Auden claims in this poem that ‘Poetry makes nothing happen’.  What is he trying to say in that stanza? (10 points)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9/ What do the last three stanzas mean in terms of Auden’s Christian faith? (10 points)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 10/ Now see if you can memorize the last three stanzas off by heart. We will see who can remember them still on 
