The following paragraphs begin E. M. Forster's essay "My Wood,” written in 1936. In the essay, Forster considers his
reaction to owning the smal! estate he bought with royalties from his novel 4 Passage 10 India.

Write an essay in which youldeﬁne }orsler's@tilude Joward the experience of owning property andw Forster
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conveys thal m In your discussion, con: T Forster's word choige, his manipulation of sentences, and his use of
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A few years ago | wrote a book which dealt in part with the difficulties of the English in India.
In . Feeling that they would have had no difficulties in india themselves, the Americans read the book l/My/SMMan55
rdle 6/]’3“" 'Ky freely. The more they read it the better it made them feel, and a cheque to the author was the

Line { result. I bought a wood with the cheque. [tis nota large wood—it contains scarcely any trees, and -

a ‘O’VA Wrml blast it, by a public footpath. Still, it is the first property that [ have owned, so i(ﬂ—&m
b MW\‘ : is-f1 at other people should participate in my shame, and should ask themselves, in accents that e P

Mm will vary in horror, this very important question: What is the effect of property upon the . R

charact: ?[Uon'l let’s touch economics;—l(e effect of private ownership upon the community as a aside jfkc‘h""CﬂJ
—r dewiod

ﬁa’h':' aes et whole is another question —a more important question perhaps, but another one. Let’s keep p
'Bn_‘hsh mindset | 10 psychology. 1f you(own) things, what's their effect on you? What's the effect on me of my wood? thet. thsﬁons
/ffh*&- = Tn the first place, T makes me feel heavy. E’arg\?en does havg this effect. Property produces 4 _vithy definition
_eymbﬂ'idud men of weight, and it was a man oWo 11éd o Mthe Kingdom of Heaven.! He o}—% je—
G“"\S'""“ — was not wicked, that unfortunate millionaire in the parable, he was " 1 .
, not to mention behind, and as he wedged himself this way and that in the crystalline entrancg and

! Vely: W‘ “?}5) brused his well-fed Mlanks, he saw beneath him a comparatively slim camel passing through the eye

6“9;2:' :‘:" 3 ol aneedle and being woven into the robe of God. The Gospels ail through couple stoutness and
9}"] T T n . . . MOVC-
™ slowness. They point out what is perfectly obvious, yet seldom realized: that if you have a lot of
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things you cannot move about a lot, that furniture requires dusting, dusters require servants, s

servants require insurance stamps, and the whole tangle of them makes you think twice before you

Jing w .
?1 l ?\3 P ao% “Cﬂ_?_______,__ﬂ_.——md‘w—' {an mvilation to dinker or 20 for a baihe in {be Jordan ~, Sometimes the Gospels proceed n? re

a:}, whoy” fuifher and say with Tolstoy lh&Wo egly 35 sinful; they approach the difficult ground of asceticis Iﬁ(‘ﬂshv
here, where | cannot follow thém"? But as Yo the immediate effects of property on people, they just
show straightforward logic. It produces men of weight. Men of weight cannot, by defimition,
move like the lightning from the East unto the West, and the ascent o -stone” bishop into I’WU'YO'KS

s) a pulpit is thus the exact antithesis of the coming of the Son of Man. MX wood makes me feel Leme

heavy. \ N
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1 Matthew 19:24 “It 1s casier for a camel 1o go through the eve of a needle than for a nich man to enter the

kingdom of God .~
2 The Jordan is the river in which John the Bapuist :Rristenca repentant sinners

3 A stone is a Brilish unit of weight, 14 stones equals 190 pounas
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