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COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 
Course Description 
This course is a survey of British literature, its various forms and genres, and its prominent historical and literary movements. The student will endeavor to accomplish a familiarity with the various literary movements and their respective trends and philosophies, while honing his skills in critical reading, independent thinking, interpretation, and rhetoric, as well as achieving a sophisticated and eloquent writing style strongly rooted in the utilization of textual evidence, in-depth literary analysis, and thought-provoking commentary. 

General Requirements 
The student is required to be an active participant in the class. An active participant is one who keeps up with the assigned reading, participates in class discussions, turns in all assignments, practices punctuality, and comes to class prepared to contribute and to learn. 

Grading Policy 
Semester grades: 20% = Final Exam 

80% = Semester Classwork 

Quarterly grades: 10% = participation 

20% = quizzes, minor assignments 

20%= literature tests

50% = essays, major assignments 

Materials Needed 
Texts: The Norton Anthology of English Literature, 8th ed. The Major Authors 
Pearson Longman’s The Little Brown Handbook, 11th ed; 

*Richard III by Shakespeare (Signet Classics Edition); 

*Grendel by John Gardner
* Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen (Penguin Classic Edition)
*Brighton Rock by Graham Greene (Penguin Classics Edition). 

Other: A 3-subject spiral notebook, a binder or folder for handouts, black-ink pens. 

Procedures and Guidelines 
1. The student must be in his assigned seat with the assigned materials when the tardy bell rings. If he is not prepared for class when the bell rings, he is tardy. 

2. The student is expected to conduct himself in an appropriate manner during class. Students who behave inappropriately and/or present a distraction to the class may be asked to copy lines or report for a teacher P.H., as the instructor sees fit. 

3. The student should not ask to go to the restroom or get a drink of water during class, but should complete these tasks before or after class. These requests disrupt the class's learning and limit valuable instruction time. 

4. The student will write and sign the honor pledge on every quiz, test, and essay he submits in this class. The instructor will follow the procedures for offenses of academic dishonesty as outlined in the Community Life handbook. 

5. Homework assignments are due at the beginning of class. Essays should be submitted both at TurnItIn.com and as a hard copy to Mrs Meyer by 11:00 p.m. the day the essay is due to be considered “on time.” Ten points will be deducted for every school day that the essay has not been turned in., and will not receive higher than 50% if handed in at the end of the quarter.  If a paper has not been submitted (both as a hard copy and at TurnItIn.com) before the end of the last school day of the quarter, the student will be assigned a “0” for that essay. Allowances for time extensions due to absences on essays may be made on a case-by-case basis. Do not assume that I will give you an extension due to absences. Allowances for time extensions due to “computer errors” may be made no more than once during the academic school year for each student. 
6. Unannounced pop quizzes will be administered occasionally as incentive to the student to complete the assigned readings. 

7. If the student is absent from class, he is still responsible for the reading or homework assigned for the day he returns. In the case of a scheduled absence (i.e. sports event, field trip, retreat, etc.), the student should turn in the assignment before he leaves for his scheduled absence. Work not made-up within a week (or five school days) of its original due date will, in most cases, result in a grade of “0” on the assignment. During scheduled or unscheduled absences, the student should refer to the class website to see what he has missed and what he will need to be prepared for upon his return. 

8. The student must arrange to seek needed assistance or to make up work outside of class. I am generally available every day during lunch and after school until 3:45 pm  on some days ( to be confirmed). 

9. The English Department will not allow the use of summarizing sources (i.e. Sparknotes.com, Cliff’s Notes, No Fear Shakespeare, etc.) to write essays, so any paper written in that way will be assigned a “0”. The student’s progress as a critical reader and thinker will depend greatly on his ability to use and trust his own thought processes as he formulates his own analytic perceptions of a particular text. I will review these sources before grading essays and before creating tests or quizzes for the class. 

10. The student is encouraged to come by my office or e-mail me with his questions or concerns regarding class assignments. The class website is also a valuable resource, in addition to the Discussion Forum on the website, where you may ask questions in a more public setting. 

The student should keep this document in his notebook for future reference. 

The student’s signature and that of the student’s parent or guardian are required in the spaces provided. 

Student ________________________________________________Date: ___________________ 

Parent/Guardian _________________________________________Date: ___________________ 

By signing this contract, both the student and parent or guardian acknowledge that they have read this document, understand the course expectations and requirements as outlined by the instructor, and will endeavor to comply with and demonstrate an awareness of the rules and procedures listed above. Return this signed document by Friday, August 17th during class.

